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real faith of Abraham, whom Moslems call uJuiU-, hanif,
that is the orthodox&nA. the Friend of God. Mohammed was
in the habit of retiring for meditation and prayer, from time to
time, to mount Harah, near Mecca ; and here, in his fortieth
year, we are told that the angel Gabriel came to him and re-
vealed, for the first time, some verses of the Koran, which con-
tinued afterwards to be communicated - to him as required, in
portions, at Mecca or Medina, until his death. His first converts
were his wife Kadijah, his slave Zaid, his youthful nephew, Ali,
whom he called his friend and vizier j^Jj, or bearer of his burdens,
andhis first successor Abubekr. Three years were silently
employed in the conversion of proselytes, and it was not
till the fourth that he announced himself as a prophet, at a
party of forty of his kinsmen, whom he had invited to an
entertainment. Ali alone believed. He afterwards, as oppor-
tunity offered, at the festivals at the Caaba, and in private,
conjured the Arabs to reject their idols, and resign themselves
to the service of the only God, who had no companions. But
how should the idolaters of Mecca know that Gabriel had
really spoken to him? Some proof might reasonably be
required, and we know no more than two, predictions, and
miracles. Now both are possessed by Christianity in the most
copious abundance. These predictions begin with the first
book of the Bible, and end with the last. The intimation of
a deliverer, one of her own descendants, made to Eve on the
fall, is, from its generality, obscure. But age after age the
prophecy is renewed, and becomes more and more particular..
Thus this descendant of Eve is promised to Abraham as his
seed; is announced by Balaam, as a star out of Jacob and
a sceptre out of Israel; and to David the king, as of his family.
The period of his coming, obscurely foretold by the dying
Patriarch, was long afterwards, fixed by Daniel; and Micah
declares his birth-place. His character, his miracles of mercy,
his humiliation unto a disgraceful death as a satisfaction to the
justly offended Creator, whereby God, being reconciled to man,
could continue just, in justifying the ungodly, his resur-
rection on the third day after his death, by which he was